
Saint Martin – a man of mercy and generosity 

The life of Saint Martin 
Martin was born around the year 316 in Savaria (now Szombathely in Hungary). 
His father was a Roman officer, and Martin too initially became a soldier in the Roman 
army. He served as a cavalryman in the Imperial Guard. 
Even as a young man, Martin took an interest in the Christian faith. Although his family 
were not Christian, he was guided onto the Christian path as a teenager. 
During his time as a soldier, he learnt that being a Christian means taking responsibility 
for other people. 
 
Sharing his cloak – the best-known story 
The best-known story from Martin’s life took place in Amiens, France. 
On a cold winter’s day, Martin came across a poor, almost naked beggar at the city gate. 
Many people walked past him, but Martin stopped. He himself had nothing but his 
soldier’s cloak. With his sword, he cut the cloak in two and gave one half to the shivering 
man. 
The following night, Martin had a dream: Christ appeared to him clad in the half-cloak 
and said, ‘Martin, who has not yet been baptised, has clothed me with this cloak.’ 
This experience strengthened Martin’s faith. He realised that whatever he does for a 
person in need, he does for Christ himself. 
 
From Soldier to Bishop 



Martin eventually decided against a military career and chose to devote himself entirely 
to serving Christ. He was baptised and became a monk. 
At first, he led a simple life of prayer and seclusion. Later, he founded a monastery in 
Ligugé near Poitiers, one of the first monasteries in France. 
 
In the year 371, Martin was elected Bishop of Tours against his will. People held him in 
high regard for his humility and his closeness to the poor. Even as a bishop, he lived a 
simple life and remained connected to the people. 
Martin championed the poor, the sick and prisoners. He proclaimed the faith not only 
through words, but above all through his life. 
 
He died on 8 November 397 in Candes, near Tours. 
 
Why is Saint Martin venerated? 
Saint Martin was not venerated because he was powerful or successful. He became a 
role model because he made Christ’s love visible in everyday life. Martin shows that true 
nobility is not a matter of rank or privilege, but of character, humility, and service to 
others. 
 
The significance of Saint Martin for us today 
The story of sharing his cloak is more than just a beautiful legend. It poses an important 
question to us: Do I notice the people who need help – or do I simply walk past? 
Martin reminds us that charity often begins with small gestures: giving someone your 
time, listening, sharing, helping, standing up for others. 
Especially at a time when many people are looking out only for themselves, Martin 
demonstrates a different attitude: a person does not live only for themselves, but 
always for others as well. 
Saint Martin can be a role model, particularly for those in positions of responsibility. 
A soldier carries not only equipment, but also responsibility. 
 Martin’s story shows that: 

• Strength is there to protect – not to belittle others. 
• Leadership means keeping people in mind. 
• Comradeship means never leaving anyone behind. 

 
Martin was first a soldier and later became a servant of the people. His life therefore 
combines two important attitudes: a willingness to protect and a willingness to serve. 
 
His message is: 
“A person is truly strong when they use their strength for the benefit of others.” 
 
Feast Day 
The feast day of Saint Martin is 11 November, the day of his burial. 
On this day, Christians around the world remember a man who showed that sharing 
does not make you poorer – sharing makes the world a more humane place. 


